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Homily notes for Sunday, Nov. 11, 2021     33rd in O. T. B 

Deacon John Ragland 

Scriptures: 1st Daniel 12:1-3; 2nd Hebrews 10:11-14; Gospel - Mark 13:24-32 

In a sense, this, the 33rd Sunday, is the final one of this liturgical year.   Next Sunday, the 
feast of Christ the King, is a special day that today anticipates.   Perhaps we should have 
begun each reading with these words: "Fear not!", because the reading from Daniel and the 
Gospel reading are especially mysterious in their language.   They fit into what we call 
apocalyptic literature, readings about the end of time.   At the same time, however, they 
lead us to a new beginning.   They lead us not to the end of things as we know them but to 
what we yearn for—salvation. 

When Daniel wrote to the people, they were suffering in hard times under rulers who treated 
them badly.   Daniel wanted to give them confidence and help them to remain faithful to 
their calling as God's people.   To us today he sounds rather fierce, but he meant to encourage 
them and to let them know that in spite of the hardships and suffering they would shine 
brightly like the splendor of the firmament. The responsorial psalm brings this out so well: 
"You are my inheritance, 0 Lord!"   With the Lord at our right hand, we shall not be 
disturbed.   And our second reading from the letter to the Hebrews reinforces this same idea, 
when it reminds us that Jesus Christ has made one offering, by which he saved us, and took 
his seat forever at the right hand of God. 

Then, just as we are beginning to relax a little, we hear Jesus’ apocalyptic words.   We 
hear of a time when the sun and moon are darkened and the stars fall from the sky.   We 
might ask ourselves whether Jesus is referring to the fall of Jerusalem or to the end of the 
world.   What is more important than either Jerusalem's fall or the end time, is that Jesus 
is really announcing the victory of salvation—our salvation!   The Son of Man will come 
in the clouds with great power and glory, and we will be saved.   There is no need for 
fear. 

The readings are an invitation to us rather than a threat.   They invite us to be vigilant and 
serious about how we live our way to the end, to our meeting with the Son of Man, Jesus.   
We believe in him, and we say so every time we pray the creed:   He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.   This takes a kind of confidence that has patience.    

Let’s take a short, silent, quiz.  Something for you to think about!  The first question is a 
general one:  what plans do you have for your life?  The second is a bit more specific:  what 
are your plans for the next five years?  And the third is even more specific:  what are your 
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plans for the next year?  Think about that for a few seconds!  

Now, one final question:  imagine that you knew Jesus was coming back tomorrow!  How 
would your responses to the previous three questions differ?  When a friar asked St. Francis 
what he would do in this situation, St. Francis, who was working in his garden at the time, 
said:  “I would keep hoeing my garden!” 

What about you?  Would you keep going about your business?  Most of us would make 
some last-minute changes.  The lines at the confessional would probably reach out the 
church door and down the street for a long way.  Local parishes would run out of hosts 
because of the many people coming in for their last Mass.  The phone lines would probably 
be jammed with people calling family and friends trying to make eleventh-hour 
reparations. 

But, this is all fanciful speculation.  Jesus told us that no one knows when the end will come 
– even he doesn’t know!  So, our best strategy is to live each day as if it were our last.  We 
should try our best always to be at peace with the Lord and with the people around us.  We 
should also make sure we’re taking care of the needy in our midst.  Then, whenever Jesus 
returns, we’ll pass the quiz with no problem at all. 

We have no need to fear but every reason to have confidence in the here and now.   This 
Judge who will come to meet us is the same Christ in whom we believe, the one we hear 
speaking in the gospels, the one we promised to follow and who walks beside us daily.   
He is the same one we receive in the Eucharist.   Have confidence and know you will be 
welcomed when you meet him. 

Through the proclamation of God’s word and the sharing of Jesus’ Body and Blood, we are 
constantly reminded that, no matter how difficult things may be, God is still with us and 
will ultimately prevail. 

†   Amen 

The two questions: 

1. What should I offer to God today in this Mass at the offering? 

 

2. What is the one thing I should get out of this Mass to make myself the better-
version-of-myself that God wants? 


